N° XCIV. 





T HE 


Be ae ere a 


[ N° XCIV. ] Saturday, Nov. 18. 1786, 


Vos lene confilium et datis, et dato 
Gaudetis. Tagan Hor. 


To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


SIR, 


HOUGH you, and other writers of your fort, are conftantly 

7 recommending benevolence and focial affection, as not on- 
ly the moft laudable, but as the happieft difpofitions of mind ; 
yet [ confefs | am inclined to doubt at leaft one half of the pro- 
pofition. The care we take of our neighbours is oftener praifed 
than rewarded, and fometimes it has the misfortune to meet nei- 
ther with approbation nor recompence, That I have fome reafon 
to fay fo, Mr Lounger, I fancy you will be inclined to allow, 
when | tell you how it has fared with myfelf. 

I was, from my earlieft years, difpofed to think more of other 
people’s advantage than of my own. When at {chool, I was the 
great prompter both of ftudy and of amufement, though I was 
no wife remarkable for excelling in the one, or enjoying the other, 
I fhewed the firft boys of our clafs the eafieft way of getting their 
leflons, and performing their exercifes; but 1 feldom could be at 
the trouble to get or to perform my own. I laid excellent plans 
for new games, truant expeditions, and little plots of mifchief; 
but being of a weakly conftitution, and of nota very refolute 
mind, I feldom was an a¢tor in the amufement or the adventure: 
as I had, however, a fort of vanity, which was flattered by the 
imputation of the advice, I was often flogged for tricks I had not 
played, and idle diverfions in which I had not partaken. | was 
generally pitched on as a fort of ambaflador when a play-day 
was to be afked, or a boy begg’d off; becaufe I liked to put my- 
felf forward, and was readier with my tongue than my hand, 
But in this office I was very ill rewarded for my trouble; I was 
fometimes whipped in place of him whofe pardon I had the af- 
furance to afk, and often left out of the party whofe play I had 
been fo lucky as to obtain. 

Thefe difappointments, however, did not damp the natural 
ardour of my difpofition to ferve my friends. Genius, it has 
been obferved, rather grows upon controul: my genius was that 
of giving advice, and it feemed rather to increafe than to abate 
as | grew up into life. I chofe a profeflion which was very well 
calculated for indulging this propenfity, that of a phyfician, and 
went through a regular courfe of education to qualify myfelf for 
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a degree; which, however, I failed of obtaining at the univer- 
fity in which I ftudied, having incurred the difpleafure of the 
profeffors, from being ‘the promoter, as they faid, of certain ca- 
bals among the ftudents, which dilturbed the peace of the com- 
munity. For obtaining that honorary diflinction, | was obliged 
to go to a foreign univerfiry, where, from a want of the lan- 
guage, | was prevented from giving fo much good advice as I 
fhould otherwife have been inclined to bettow, 

When I returned to my native country, | was refolved to make 
up for this unprofitable interval of filence, by a liberal ufe of my 
talent for advifing. But 1 don’t know how it happened, except 
from that difpofition which genius has rather to voluntary than 
to expected exertion, | had not half the pleafure in giving advice 
as a phyfician, that | felt in offering my counfel in any other cafe 
of doubt or of difficulty. It might perhaps be owing to this 
that I was little confulted; and in fome houfes into which I had 
got accefs as a doctor, it was alledged that I raifed fuch a ferment 
by my non-medical advice, as all my fedatives were unable to 
allay. On my {kill asa phyfician I bore attacks without much 
emotion ; but, confcious of the purity of my intentions, | was 
furprifed to hear my conduct as a man arraigned; aftonifhed, 
when an advifer like myfelf cautioned me againft intermeddling 
with other people’s affairs; told me, that nothing was fo hurtful 
to one’s felf as the telling people difagreeable truths; and that, if 
J] was not on my guard, I would foon be fhunned as a bufy-body 
and an incendiary, who fet every family into which he was ad- 
mitted by the ears. 

In confequence of the caution offered me by this teller of a- 
greeable truths, I was determined, notwith{tanding my natural 
philanthropy, to with-hold the counfel of which I faw moft of 
my. neighbours ftand fo much in need, when an incident hap- 
pened that put me a good deal in {pirits with myfelf, and in fa- 
vour with the world, An uncle died, and left me heir to a con- 
fiderable fum which he poffefled in the ftocks. I found myfelf 
by his death to have acquired a great deal of wifdom and perfua- 
fion, as well as money; and, while that money lafted, feldom met 
with a man or a woman who did not find my advice perfectly 
prudent and ufeful. It was indeed frequently given in a wa 
exactly the reverfe of what my profeflion (which | now followed 
only for my amufement) fhould have taught me. The fee com- 
monly accompanied the prefcription, m the form of a loan, a 
preient, a fubicription, or fome fuch genteel denomination; and 
1 had among my patients perfons of very great confideration, and 
of the moft eminent talents, I fcarce remember any who obfti- 
nately and bluntly refufed my advice, except one author, whom 
1 carneftly advifed to fuppreis a dedication he fhewed me to a 
{mall volume of poems, with which he was about to favour the 
public. ‘This was.a matter too in which | thought | had the beft 
title to offer my opinion, as the book was to be dedicated to my- 
felf, and | had fet down my name for 100 copies. 

in the difpofal of the riches with which this unexpected death 
of my relation had endowed me, I was equally benevolent and 
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difinterefted as in the other parts of my conduct. The effects 
of this were, as in other cafes, more beneficial to my friends 
than to myfelf: by that hofpitality with which I repaid the gra- 
titude of thofe whofe meafures | prompted or advifed; by the 
facility with which I entered into money-engagements, in aid of 
thofe meafures; by becoming a fharer in feveral projects, of 
which I had the chief management and direétion, and in which 
therefore | generally had the honour of making the firft and lar- 
geft advances; and by laying out money according to the advice 
of fome of the ableft men in that department, (for after I grew 
rich I had got advifers too); by all thefe means, Mr Lounger, in 
the courfe of ten or twelve years, I found my uncle’s inheritance 
almoft entirely exhaufted, and [ was left in the decline of life 
with no other provifion than a very {mall annuity, which the 
wreck of it enabled me to purchafe. 

I was, however, always of a fanguine, thoughtlefs difpofition, 
and not eafily put out of temper with the circumftances in which 
fortune had placed me. My annuity, fimall as it was, enabled 
me to keep up a decent appearance; and my degree gave me a 
convenient, and, in this country, a refpectable appellation. I 
had gained too fome experience during the viciflitudes of my 
fortune, and in my days of profperity had, as I mentioned above, 
known what it was to receive, as well as to offer advice. On this 
experience, and an attention to my own feelings, I built the fy- 
ftem of my future condu@t; and by a diligent attention to the 
feelings of others, | have been able to purfue it with very tole- 
rable fuccefs. 1 {till continue my profeflion of advifer; but I now. 
give advice after a manner perfectly different from that in which 
I fet out, not according to the cafe in which I am confulted, but 
according to the inclination of him or her who confults me, 

You cannot eafily imagine, Sir, how much good-will this de- 
portment has gained me. Inftead of the diftant acquaintance, 
and cold reception, which in the days of my honeft counfel I 
generally met with, I now find myfelf furrounded by friends 
and well-wifhers where-ever 1 go. 1 dine fix days in the week 
at good tables, have frequent invitations to parties of pleafure; 
nay, I might have even fome profeflional advantage, if | was in- 
clined to lay hold of it, and might be fee’d for prefcribing reme- 
dies to people of fafhion, of which themfelves have firft told me 
the infallibility. I had a prefent of a gold fnuff-box from an 
old gouty Lord, for liftening to his account of the virtues of /ul- 
phur water; and my Lady Notadle lately fent me a fuit of damafk 
of her own making, for having ftaid to witnefs fome experiments 
with her favourite worm- powder. 

Not only indeed in medicine, in which [ might be fuppofed to 
have fome knowledge, but in molt other arts and {iciences, tiis 
fame echo-counfel has given me the character of being very {kil- 
ful and well informed. I have acquired a great character tor 
connoifleurfhip in painting, by adviling the great collector, Mr 
Tinto, to purchafe, as an original Vaudyke, a picture which his or- 
dinary counfellor in thefe matters had infifted, in {pite of his pa- 
tron’s aflertion, was but a copy; and an author of great reputa- 
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tion has mentioned me as one of the jutteft critics of his acquaint- 
ance, becaufe I gave it as my opinion, that he fhould by all 
means retain a fimile in his new tragedy, which an actor would 
have had him cut out as too long and unnatural, Act the theatre 
my advice is followed, even by that moft unadvifeable of all pro- 
feflions, the players, ever fince I told Mr that he was an in- 
comparable Macbeth, and advifed Mrs to play Fuliet in her 
grand climacteric. 

[ fometimes make friends, and eftablifh my reputation for tafte, 
as much by difluading from what fhould not, as by advifing what 
fhould be done. I have eat venifon half a dozen times at Lord 
Vifio’s country-feat, ever fince I begg’d him not to think of build- 
ing fuch a clumfy temple as his neighbour Sir Paul Projfpect has 
lately erected; and have been very much a man a bonnes fortunes 
in the good graces of Mz/s Trippet, fince one morning that | dif- 
fuaded her from wearing a gypiey-hat with pink ribbons, which 
made Lady Bell Airy look fo frightful at the Allembly a few evens 
ings before. 

On one occafion only I recolleGt my method of giving counfel 
to have failed of being acceptable: In my young days, when I 
had the foolifh way of advifing inconfiderately, I had given a de- 
cided opinion againft a friend’s marrying his maid-fervant, who 
a few days after firlt fhewed his being eftranged from me, by lea- 
ving me out of the company he invited to the chriftening of his 
firft child. In my wifer days, | was confulted by another friend 
on a fimilar occafion. I advifed him by all means to marry, I 
did not fee him till a twelvemonth after; he feemed to bear me no 
good-will for my advice; and the firft token of reconciliation [ 
received from him was a few weeks ago, by a letter to his wife’s 
funeral. 

1 have thus very candidly communicated to you, Mr Lounger, 
my method of giving advice, fo agreeable to the advifed, as well 
as fo highly advantageous to the advifer. I communicate it to 
you from a very friendly motive ; becaufe I think | have obferved, 
that in many of your Papers you have rather fhewn a-difpofition 
to give counfel to your readers in my firft manner, which, before 
1 had been taught better things, made me fo unwelcome a guett, 
and fo difagreeable a companion. Believe me, you will find it 
much more expedient to perform this friendly office according to 
the improved fyttem which at prefent I follow with fo much ap- 
plaufe and fuccefs, But | forget that it is probable you defign 
your Work rather for pofterity than the prefent times; in which 
cafe, you are certainly very much in the right to adopt the oppo- 
fite plan; and in that view of the matter, it has my entire appro- 
bation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 








VALERIUS VELVET. 


EDIN BURGH: 
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